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VATICAN CITY 
 
Your Holiness Cardinal Kevin Farrell 
 
SUBJECT: MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING OF POPE FRANCIS  
 
It is with immense sorrow that we have learned about the sad news of the passing of the Head of the 
Roman Catholic Church, Pope Francis, on Monday, 21st April 2025, at 7:35 a.m., at the age of 88 after 
battling pneumonia.  
 
The Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis, was indeed the moral compass in a world full of turbulence and a 
shining light with compassion for the downtrodden and those at the periphery of our societies.   
 
As the first Pope from the global South, Pope Francis’s deeds shall forever be etched in our memories 
for speaking out on the ills, including the genocidal acts perpetrated against the defenseless people of 
Palestine and the climate change, facing the developing world.   His passing during the holy period of 
Easter for the Christian faith is a testament to his efforts to build an equitable and just world.     
 
The Sam Nujoma Foundation is most grateful, not only for the two awards of the Medaglias Pontifica 
(Pope’s Medals) Anno VI and Anno XIII, of 1984 and 1991, respectively, conferred on our late Founding 
President and Father of the Namibian Nation, H.E. Dr. Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, but also for the Holy 
Roman Church, at the Vatican City, to have sent an Emissary during his funeral service on 1st March 
2025. 
 
As Pope Francis returns to the house of the Father, allow us, on behalf of the Sam Nujoma Foundation, 
to extend our sincere condolences and deepest sympathies to the entire Roman Catholic Church 
community for the passing of the Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis.  
 
May the Vatican City and the entire Roman Catholic Church community be granted fortitude to overcome 
this great loss as we commend the soul of the Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis, to the infinite merciful love 
and grace of the One and Triune God. 
 
May His Soul Rest In Eternal Peace! 
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